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V-YORK, SATURDAY,’ DEQ 27, 1878. 


ee AMUSEMENTS THT. THIS EVENING. 


ACADEMY. OF MUSIO—at 2P 2 P, A. —Peuer. 
Lag egiee agme THEATRE—Fauncn Fairs. Matinée 
WALLACK’S—Ou Heans xp Younes Hzarrs. Matinée, 











BIEINWAY HALL—At 2 P, Mo Massa, (Oratorio.) 
(PEE AQUARIUM—Uwnouz Tom's Casi, Matinéc 


“REW-YORE CIROUS—Homery Dury. 
~MADISON-BQUARE @ABDEN—Watxnte-xatox. 


THE NEW-YORK :TIMRS. 
er 
TERMS, POSTAGE PAID. 
, fs Dane Torces, per annum; ‘including the / 
Sunday Edition. demsemaseehescersesctasdononsnsBle OO 
“ue Dane Ties, per annum, exclusive of the 
Bunday MAion cece ei cgveeechvccaces 10 00 


Whe Sunday Edifion, per annum: .......-. wiemese 200 


Tne Sant-Waencr Pores, per annum....... Keone, 2 00% 
um Weexcy Toes, per aninum....... gn tae BS 1.00 

Eintered.at the Post saw 4 New-York, 2: ¥., as. secind 
Vlass mail matter, | 


BRANOH OFVIOKS OF THE ‘Tres, 
Tux Trees Up-town Office—No. 1,258 Broadway. 
. Paris Office of Tas Tnas—No. 89 Rue de Lafayette 
/ "Pam ‘Trees is onsale in London at No, 449 Ssrand. 


‘W. G, by ‘Henry F. Gillig & Qo,, and at Mr, Btevens’s 


Mo. 4 Trafalgar-aquare. 
ee 


The Signal Service Bureau report indicates, 


for to-dlay, tm this region, diminishing north- 
erly winds, shifting to southerly, rising fol- 


dowed by falling, barometer, colder, followed 
dy warmer, clear weather. 
Seen 

‘It is significant that the efforts to repeal 
. the tax imposed by the United States Gov- 
ernment on notes issued for general circu- 
lation other than those of national banks 
‘come for tho most part from the South. 
Apart from the original motive of this tax, 
which. undoubtedly wad to encourage the 





 gireulation of the national banks, 2 purpose 


for which it is now not greatly rieetled: it is 
still a wholesome law. . notes. 
are a form of credit. which‘should be re- 
pressed vigorously, except where the most 


- ample. guarantees’ aro given for their 


‘prompt and complete redemption, because 
they aré not the result‘ of a con- 
‘tract. between individuals, ‘where ‘the | 
‘creditor has opportunity sufficiént to ascer- 
tain the intrinsic value of the promise he is 


taking. They are genareny, taken without 
[great 


precaution, as the! equivalent of 


money, and in many cases, ” as in Vthose of 


employes and persons using but small sums, 


~ With{no option on the part of the receiver. 
_ “Thefmischief which this, kind of notes can 


“do-would be especially great in the South. 
‘There are already several ‘millions of @ol- 


less in ciroulation, whieh is quite enough. 





—-__- 
‘This stated by Mr. Sovxs, the defeated 


eandidate for State Engineer and Surveyor, 


that if Gov. Connzuu appoints him Superin- | 
tendent of Public Works, it will be entirely 


+ ‘without his solicitation or application. We 
ie a ; imagine that Mr. CoRwent ‘is not 


y to do anything of the kind, hav- 
galready on his hands more candidates 
wn he desires who seek appointments 

by ‘way of “vindication” or ‘* indorse- 
ment.” It should be stated that Mr. Soute 


Sept cpen 
relief 
1 ‘fe all his office-secking 

ually, polite mom Could 


Burrs only, be ‘induoed to grace- 
all claims to- reappointment as 


t,: the Governor. 


necessity of making a 
disagreeable duty. of 
friend or of mak-. 
him. 


too 


» ite th Tie BT sh it Cir ® ARR ate .} 
¥ 


for the dangerous ‘and unwholesome ‘stove, 


a peed sangeteg tary Etisal 
press ought to be: made so costly to the 


company as. to conyinee them and thers 
that the truest economy is to minimize the 


risks attending the gonveyance of their hu- 


man freight,” 


- The unparalleled ‘expenditure for. costly . 


Christmas presents shows that there is a 
very large number of New-Yorkers who 
ean this year afford to be generous with 
their money. ‘In setting apart to-day and 
to-morrow as collection days: for’ the hos- 
pitals, it has been assumed that’ our citizens 
will not be content to allow their bounty. to 
stop short at their own family and friends. 
The poor and the suffering we have always 
with us, and as the distressed members of 
all Aationalities and creeds ‘participate in 
the benefits of our hospitals, it is hoped 
that: the response to the appeal mide to- 
day will be as little bounded by race.or sect 
as are the benefits conferred by tho institu- 
tions for which the appeal is made. Collec- 
tion boxes will be found to-day in the prin- 
cipal ‘hotels and club houses, in ‘the Gen- 
eral Post Office and Sub-Treasury, in the’ 
ferry houses, and in factories where 100 
men or more are employed. . To-morrow 
collections will be made in the churches. 
ence 
THE MAINE USURPATION. 

A significant illustration of the weakness 
of the Democratic position in Maine isfound 
in the avidity with which the Democratic 
newspapers seizé upon the Bangor disturb- 


‘ance, on Christmas Day, as a mighty matter. 


On a peaceful holiday, when the streets are 
filled with idle people, a private messenger 
is sent to remove arms and ammunition 
from the State Arsenal. The proceeding 
has an appearance of irregularity, and it 
was conducted with some stupidity. But 
the Governor had aright to remove 
the arms in any way he chose, and the pop- 
ular opposition to the removal was foolish 
and ill-advised.. ‘Thus far, the strength 
of the Republican position lies in their ab- 
solute and complete reliance upon legal 
remedies for their wrongs. “It would. be an’ 
infamous outrage if a lawfully-elected State 
Government should be kept out of power 
by such a usurpation as this set up by GAr- 
OESLON and his accomplices. But any Gov- 
ernment set up by force would be as 
vicious and destruc$ivé as even this usurpa- 
tion. Nothing would so delight the con- 
spirators, at this critical point in the de- 
velopment of their’ plot, as to be able to 
divert public attention from: their thefts 
to what might seem to be a forcible at- 
tempt to resist their action. 


And it should not be forgotten that no 
respectable. Democratic journal, however 
ready it might be to magnify rumors of 
forcible resistance, defonds the action of 
Gov. GAROELON and his Counsil. Each step 
of their course has been marked with an 
evident desire to thwart the. will of the 
people as manifested at the polls. To be 
sure, they have taken refuge in the nar- 
rowestof technicalities, and have endeay- 
ored to screen their want of fairness by 
pleading a desire to be exact in their ob- 
se e of the letter of the law. -It is 
nowhere pretended that the counted-out 
Sénators and Representatives were not duly 
and lawfully elected: “The intention of the 
voters has been ascertained, but the Gov- 
ernor and Council halt ata ¢ which is not 
crossed, or'an. 4 which is not dotted. The 
Supreme Court of the State of Maine, in a 
well-known election case, once said: ‘In 
the proceedings of our numerous and varied 
municipal. co tions, we ought not to 
look for # scrupulous observance of the 
most approved formalities. If their pro- 
ceedings. are in substance what they 
should be, and intelligible, it would 

mischievous 0 set them aside 
for want of ‘technical formality. The 
intention of the voters is perfectly appa- 
rent in the case before us.” This is not 


the principle whieh has (gnided the pgtti- | 


foggers ‘who are now engaged in robbing 


om Geclarés himbelf perfectly satisfied with the | the people of Maine of their just rights. 
Result of the election, and as having re- 
: es akan he seeks for at | the case. The Constitution: df the State 
Srey ator my 


It is worth while to go over the points in 


provides that when the returns of election 
havo. been filed with the Secretary of State, 
the GoyernorandCouncilshall examine them, 
and ‘‘ issue a summons to such persons.as 


shall appear to be elected by a majority of; 


the votes in each istrict to attend. * .*..* 
and take their seats.” There is Jowiees 
in the Constitution any provision authoriz- 


ing the Governor and Council to go into 


questions ¢ of eligibility, modes of election, 
or other ma 


thet ‘each house shall be ‘the, judge of 


| members.” Gasoxton pleads thatthe Con- 
 Sertain formula of elge-. 


matters . behind tho returns, On | 
the other hand, the Constitution declares. 


‘necessary. 
‘The work of examination was conducted ine 
‘secret. ‘ During the thirteen days allowed 
‘by law for the examination of the returns, 
tio opportunity for correction was given. 
‘And when GagcELon was aiaae for 
Jpermission ‘to correct the returns, xf any. 


| defects were found therein, he replied that, 


he had decided that the la law under which 
this petition wad ‘prepared was uviconstitu- 
tional.’ So this man not only made himself 
& judge of the fact, going behind tho 
returns, but, also .of the constitution- 
ality of the law, thus assuming the func- 
tions of the Supreme Court. After an ex- 
hibition of partisan blindness so determined 
@s this, it is too much to expect that Gov.” 
Garceton will pay any attention. to the 
petition of the contestants to invoke the 
opinion of the Supreme Court. «He and’ his 
fellow-conspirators are resolved to seat: the 
Senators and Representatives who were not. 
elected. Todo this they have set up the 
most paltry quibbles to defeat the intention 
of the voters,’ They have. disregarded the 
plain’ provisions -of the Constitution, have 
arrogated to themselves the right to antici- 
pate the business “which only the. Legisla- 
ture can transact, and have. finally assumed 
to act as judges of the constitutionality of 
the laws. If thisis not a corfspiracy, there 
never was one in political history. 
sateen : 

‘ POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS. 

On the second day of the renewed session 
of Congress, s bill will come up as a special 
order which has more than ordinary inter- 
est. It'is entitled ‘A bill to. prohibit Fed- 
éral. officers,>claimants, and contractors 
from making contributions for political pur- 
poses.” It was before the House at the ox- 
tra session; on the report of ‘the Committee 
‘on Reform in the Civil‘Service, and its con- 
sideration was then opposed by the Repub- 
licans, on the gféund that nothing should 
oesupy the attention of the House at 
that session ‘except the appropria- 
tion Ddills; for the passage of ‘which 
it had been ‘specially convened. On the 
10th of this month it came up in the regular 
order of business, and by an agreement be- 
tween the two sides of the House i¢ was set 
down. for the 7th of January., There was 
very little debate at that time, and only one 
definite expression of opinion. . Mr. ConGzr, 
of Michigan, declared that he considered it 
“the most direct. and bare-faced attack 
upon the ‘Tights of American citizens that 
has éver been made by the boldest man 
‘who ever presented a bill to take away the 

ie of the citizens,” — 

he bill is very sweeping. Stripped of 
the legal verbiage, which the committee 
geomed to, think necessary to cover: the 
entire ‘ground, it may be summarized as 
follows: It forbids contributions ‘‘ for any 
political purpose” from any officer, clerk, 
or employe of the Governmentof the United 
States, under penalty of dismissal. It :re- 
quires a standing order to be kept posted 
in every department, embodying this pro- 
hibition. It punishes with imprisonment 
and fine any head’ of department or. other 
superior officer of the Government who 
shall commit or permit a violation of’ the 
provision above. named, or who shall fail 
to dismiss any person. guilty of such viola- 
tion. It imposes a’ similar. prohibition 
on. all persons’ who shall: have a contract 
with, ora claim against, the Government, 
under penalty of the forfeiture of the con- 
tract or claim. 

That political pbatetirutinead from persons 
‘in the employ of the Government are neves- 
‘sarily bad*in their ‘tendency, cannot, we 
phould say, be disputed by any one who 
holds a reasonable view of the rights of 
such persons on the one hand; and of the 
people on the other. As Mr. Hayzs Very 
justly argued in his last Message: “If sal- 
aries are but a fair compensation for. the 
time and labor of officers, it is gross in- 
justice to levy & tax upon’ them, If 
they are, made excessive in order that 
they may bear the tax, the excess 
is an indirect. robbery of the. public 
funds.” “And there are oiher ways in which 
such contributions are mischigvous! They 
demoralize’ the service.’ The officer who 
makes @ contribution toa political party, in 
most cases does so to secure his pdsition, 
nd having thus secured it, he is propor- 
tionately less anxious apout the ‘way. in 
which he Goes ‘his work. He feels inde- 
pendent of the obligation to do his duty 
faithfully in ‘nearly the degree that he 
feels dependent on political fayor,. He 
reasons. that he ‘may “lose his position 
by neglect -of the latter; and. is ‘not 
BO ‘likely. to lose it . by: neglect. of 
thie former. Hig relation to’ his party is 
more ‘fmportant than his efficiency, integ- 
Fity, and fidelity, © It: is not impossible, or 
‘upusual, that it the’ “opportunity offers, he 
“ey, faire ai h ft for his contribution, 


, ‘annexationists may | here 
c ay 


way, gar i such Coacen o be ob» {| 


‘tained at lower rates if no deduction from | ath 
for }'the 


‘compensation ig to be made or’allow 


political purposes, ‘snd: therefore no such 


‘deduction should be permitted. © ret 2 

‘But, great as are the evils of: politica! 
contributions, it is doubtful if they can be 
_ prevented by law, because thé enforcement 
of. the law would rest if the hands of* men. 
“who have little or nothing ‘to make by en; 


“forcing it and may have much, to gain by 


neglecting it, .Our statute-books, national 
and State, are crowded with «nactments of. 
the highest motal excellence, which ate, in 
practice; mere dead-letter, because no one. 
has an adequate motive for executing them.’ 
A -prohibition’ of political contributions 
under-penalty of dismissal would amount to. 
nothing unless the penalty were promptly 
and rigidly imposed. A. liability om, the 
part of officers possessing the power of dis- 
missal to fine and imprisonment in case vi- 
olation of this law were not followed by dis- 
missal. would amount to nothing unléss ‘it, 
in its turn, {were rigorously enforced, and 
it‘is absurd to suppose that Federal attor- 
neys would be faithful to such a law under 
an Administration in which all the heads of | 
departments and other superior officers 
were faithless. As a practical example, 
let our Democratic -fr.ends *imagine how 
much this law would be worth under an Ad- 
ministration of their own party. It would 
be as dead, as Mr. Diokens remarks, ‘‘ as a 
ehurch-door nail.” The provisions of the 
proposed bill Tegarding contractors’ and 
claimants aré 6ven more impractisable, 
Ifthe Democrats in Congress really wish 
to pnt a stop to all improper political ¢on- 
tributions, ’not merely to those which sus- 
tain the Republican Party, let: them pro- 
vide for sucha reform of the civil. service 
as will render it impossible to collect: such 
contributions unless they are entirely vol- 
untary, in which case no one will object to 
them. Let them provide for admission to, 
and promotion in, the’service by open com- 
petition, supervised by an independent 
commission. . Then. they will “have 
gone to the root ‘of: the. matter. 
They will have. remedied © not ‘only 
the comparatively slight diversion of the 
public funds involved in party contributions, 
but that far greater perversion involved in 
inefficiency of the service caused. by its be- 
ing under political control. And they will 
have done @ great deal. more. They. will 
have practically disbanded the army of pro- 
fessional politicians, who are maintained, 
directly, or indirectly, from. the ‘Federal 
Treasury, and will have left the field’ clear 
for something like fair, rational, and fruit- 
ful political discussion in the United States. 
eee 
INDEPENDENCE AND ANNEXATION. 


The Montreal mountain has brought forth 
a mouse, ‘There have been mysterious 
rumors referring to contemplated political 
movements among: the Rouge section of 
French Canadians, and some of our: public 
men have been inclined to attach impor- 
tance to them. It has been reported, for 
instance, that a French citizen of. Montreal 
visited’ Washington with the view of culti- 
vating a sympathetic sentiment that should 
at once stimulate ‘and strengthen a ‘pro- 
jected annexation movement on the other 
side of the border; and importance ‘has 
been attached to his mission in, quarters’ 
not usually disposed to listen to adventu- 
rers. About this.time, it was eaid,* the 
subject would be sprang upon the Provinee 
of Quebegs in a manner that. would demon- 
strate the existence of a feeling favorable 
to annexation, and compel its acknewl- 
edgment as an element in. the poli- 
tics of Canada. Now we learn that the 
demonstration has actually begun. A 
telegraphic dispatch to one of our 
qontemporaries’“announces the . prelim- 
inary step taken by sixty “ Canadian 
patriots” to determine the future of their 
country, Divested of nonsense this is the 
shape in which the movement.so loudly her- 
alded appears: a club or an association is 
to be formed whose members shall. dine to- 
gether monthly, and after dinner shall freely. 
diseuss whatever ‘topic they ‘choose to 
‘entertain. Independenge’ and annexation 
are two of the topics broached at the open- 
ing dinner, and the dispatch intimates that 
they will not be ignored in the future. The 
guarded terms in which the statement: is 
made; so far as\it applies. to annexation, 


.shows that the promoters of the club recog- 


nize the necessity ef adopting an apologetic 
tone when annexation is even hinted at in 
what looks more like a French debating 80- 
ciety than anything else. 

Very little inquiry is needed to ancechain ; 
the. untrustworthiness of any overture. at 


“Washington which ptoceeds on the suppo- 


‘sition that decided annexation tendengies 
exist in any part of the Dominion. That 
= nh he \ pes 


i might be 


; $10,000, and not until then. ‘This 
“MeGonigle. 


: 6 public. ate 
idea of shine jo shows | chow 
little real: Peete made in the 
teatment of bject.’ They are simply 
: repeating, with. Neeslecnst form, an ex- 
periment that was tried a few years ago in 
Toronto, without producing ‘he. slightest 
visjble effect. v3 
- Organi changes of the kind involved. 
x¢ither in independence or annéxation are 
more. likely: to! be the produet of some un- 
foreseen combination of circumstances than 
of a deliberate and organized agitation, how- 
‘ewer shrqwdly condneted. Universal de- 
ression gave rise to the present protective 
tariff, and it is mot. improbable that. the 


policy of which ‘the’ tariff is an indication 


will, sooner or’ later, lead to complications 
for which the Dominion authorities are un- 
prepared. Advocates. of the tariff .haye 
been constrained by the logie of their posi- 
tion to. urge pretensions, in themselves 
rational and just, but incompatible with the 
colonial. relation. . Without meaning to 
foster the spirit of antagonism to imperial 
interests, thay have asserted a right preg- 
nant with troublesome consequences.’ In- 
dependence has been hastened more by 
these events than by after-dinner oratory, 


“whether in Toronto or Montreal. ‘It is 


possible that similar considerations may 
¢all forth a demand for. annexation. The 
Canadian tariff policy assumes that the Do - 
minion can dispense with reciprocity. Its 
dosirableness is coneeded ;. its necessity is 
denied. Now, while Ontario’ and Quebe¢ 
might contrive to exist in spite of the ob- 
atacles to United States trade, Manitoba 
and the North-west of the Dominion can- 
not.. To them, free commercial intercourse 
with the United States is vital. © Their 
growth depends upon it. And they: will 
have it, if possible as a result of liberal 
¢omthercial arrangements “between the 
two countries, or—if no. other way be open 
—by annexation. © The problem of North- 
western development involves probabilities 
that have not entered the heads of the gon- 


tlemen at Ottawa. 
— ee 


A BURGLAR-PROOF SAFE. 


The. making of fire-proof and burglar- 
proof safes has been brought, of late years, 
to great perfection. This is clearly ‘il- 
lustrated by the specimen safes whieh the 
manufactures exhtbit. in various parts of 
the City, labeled ‘‘ This safe passed through 
the great fire in Twenty-third-street ”—or 
elsewhere as the case may be. From these 
it is apparent that. a fire-proof safe always 
loses its door, and becomes covered with 
rust when subjected to. the action of fire, 
but enough of if is always left to enable the 
manufacturer to distinguish it from 
a cooking-stove or other iron object. 
In’ point of «burglars, the patent safe 
is equally successful. When a bank is 
robbed, the burglars rarely undertake to un- 
lock the safe, but they send for thé Cashier, 
or other person in charge of the key, and 
request him to unlock it for them. The 
forethought with which all the money and 
securities are, collected together in the safe, 
thus sparing the burglars the’ trouble of 
searching for them “in a° dozen different 
places, is warmly appreciated, and even 
when the,unavoidable absence of the Cash- 
ier necessitates the labor of either picking 
the lock or blowing it to pieces with gun- 
powder, the fair-minded burglar still feels 
grateful to its inventor. 

» There is an ingenious young man in the 
western part: of Ohio who recently con- 
ceived the grand and novel idea of invent- 
ing a safe which not even the most in- 
genious burglar could open without a know!- 
edge of the: combination upon which it 
should be locked, and which no amount of 
fire should be able'to injare: The young 
man was regarded as a dreamer by practi- 
eal-men, and they mocked at him and his 
contemplated safe, asthe, Antediluvian 
Positivists mocked at Noa and his prophe- 
cies of an approaching storm centre from 
Manitoba, followed by much rain, together 
with an extensive area of drowned persons 
inthe region of Mesopotamia, They said 
that no man had ever.yet invented a safe 
that could not be opened by skillful burg- 
lars, and. that it was universally admitted 
that the front door of a safe must always 
be” consumed” in any fire to which it 
exposed... “Mr. MeGonigle— 
“which was the young inventor’s name— 
Was not disturbed by any sneers or argu- 
misnts, but calmly proceeded to devise his 
new safe. He was~ ‘ animated by” a inost 


‘powerful motive, for old Mr, MeGonigle, | 


/who regarded his son with great contempt, 
‘had openly said: that when he should have 


‘snéceeded in inventing an absolutely. fire, 


‘and burglar proof safe, he would give him. 
old Mr 


ig | bad 
this 


This: resolution was greatly applauded by 
ventor to consent to the proposed test. The 


| door D eset five minutes. by the ‘Wateh. 
| Mr. Brown. who at length indueed the-in- mate a 


old gentleman entered the safe; his’ son |- 


locked-the Soor, and, after several vigorous 


kicks, old Mr. McGonigle acknowledged that | 


he coule not break out. He, therefore, or 
dered the deor#to be opened, when, to his 
great astonishment and dismay, the young 


inventsr exclaimed, in tones’ of anguish, 


that he had forgotten the combination, 

The lock was closed upon a combination 
of certain letters, but what these letters 
were young Mr. McGonigle no longerremem- 
bered, and no human being could imagine. 


The prisoner was in rio immediate danger, 
for he could breathe through the key-hole, | 


but he greatly desired to got out, and as he 
asserted, to break every bone in his son’s 
body. The local locksmith was summoned, 
but. the lock resisted his most skillful: of- 
forts. A telegram was sent to tho Chief of 
Police of Chicago requesting the loan of 
one of his best burglars. Accordingly, in 
about five hours a: prominent detective offi- 


eer arrived, but {after prolonged. efforts 


failed to mipon the safe, He said that were 
nitro-glycerine to be introduced into the 
interior of the safe through the key-hole, 
it might be possible to blow it open, but 
the obstinate old gentleman~ objected 
loudly to this. plan. Sledge-hammers, 
and chisels were next brought. into requisi- 
tion, and for two successive days the din 
was tremendous, and old Mr..MeGonigle felt 
as if he were. & boiler undergoing a pro- 
longed process of riveting. Still the new ‘ 
safe was triumphant, The sledge-hammers 
marred the varnish, but made no impression 
upon-the iron, and the inventor’s father, in 
spite of the beef-tea which was fed to him 
through the key-hole, became so weak: and 
disheartened that he promised to consent 
to anything if only he should be let ont. 

On the 20th of the present month the at- 
tempt to break open the safe with sledge- 
hammers was discontinued, and sineé that 
time young Mr. .McGonigle has been en- 
gaged in systematically trying every word 
givenin Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, 
in the hope of finally hitting on the 
forgotten combination. It is . estimated 
that it will take six months to 
try every word in the Dictionary, antl 
even’ then, owing to Mr. McGonigle’s 
habit. of spelling words by the. light 
of nature instead of the Dictionary; he may 
not find a word that will open the safe. It 
is, however, becoming doubtful whether it 
will. be really worth while; ‘so faras the 
prisoner is concerned, to find the combina- 
tion. Since the 20th inst. not a sound 
has been heard’ from theold gentleman, and 
he-has failed to. take any beef tea. It-is, 
therefore, feared that something. is wrong, 
and that if the safe were now opened it 
would merely entail the cost of coffin. 
Meanwhile, there can -be no doubt that 
young Mr. McGonigie has invented a burg- 
lar-proof safe, though it does not seem to 
give him any real comfort. His father is 
known to “have most of his money, in the 
shape of Illinois Central bonds, in his pocket- 
book, and as the pocket-book is in his 
pocket, the money is quite unattainable. 


The Rev. Epwarp EaGieston, who.has just 
gone abroad for his health, having vacated on this ac- 
count the pulpit of the Church of Christian En- 
deavor—an organization of his own founding, and a 
‘name of his own choosing—has been all nis lifé, not- 
withstanding chronic invalidism, a most active and 
earnest worker. Although but42, he ‘has had a 


- wide experience, and aceomplished a great deal. A 


native of Vevay, Ind., he was too fragile in youth to 
attend college, and picked up an education in a frag- 
‘mentary way, as his health would permit. Still, with 
his stadious habits, quick mind, and strong will, he 
has acquired liberal culture. Only 19 when he 
entered the Methodist ministry, he preached for 10 
yearsin St. Paul and other towns of Minnesota, with 
marked success. Having a taste for journalism and 
literature, he went: to Chicago, beeame associate 
editor of the Little Corporal, s juvenile maga 
zine, afterward bought by and merged in: the 
&t.. (Nicholas; for a year or two edited 
the Sunday-School Teacher, and greatly increased 
its circulation. . Nine years since he removed hither; 
assumed an editorial position on the Independent, 


subsequently edited the Hearth and Home, resigned 


from ill-health, and began writing novels describing 
‘Western life and seenes, with which he was entirely 
familiar. They are fresh, natural, and strong, and 
at onc®. attracted attention both here and abroad. 
The '" Circuit’ Rider,” ‘’ Hoosier - School-Master,” 

* Roxy,” ‘atid: other storiés have sold largely; and 
more of the same kind are solicited by publishers. 
His health has prevented his furnishing them, as well 
as hindered him from: embarking in other’ enter- 
prises, He isan excellent specimen of a Western 
man, of fine talent, broad, genial, and independent. 
His church represents no. creed; but, as its title im 
‘plies, is an effort toward the best that may be found. 
in humanity and religion. 


— 
Ww. W. Coxconay, the well-known Washing- 
ton millionaire, 81 years old ‘to-day, is another 


- prominént man believed to have been virtually dead, 
unexpectédly 


who has recovered, It. was thought, 
long ago,by his physicians and friends, that he 
not 24 hours to live. ‘The former showed con- 
clnsively that he big oo) ob sot nap haa 


show that he has been vastly overrated, | I 

damage to his high reputation. In tturope 

orally regarded gs the most original, , if nott 
mind America has ‘produced—a ‘ 
cepted to any extent a$ home. Butt 


nature, in which be appears to have been sadly 
deficient. Some of ue’ whe’ kare hae 
portrayed him as gentle, eros: affectionate: 


chief reason of this diversity-is, in all. —) 
that the former saw him sober, while the latter saw, . 


him under the influence of liquor, which had power, # 
demon: 


to revolutionize his disposition, in truth, to: 
ize him. Por sober and Pow drank were wholly 
ferent beings. He was often drank mentally, with: 
out being drunk nhysically, so that persons mot” 
his intimates could detect no trace of intoxiea: 
tion when he was in no sense himself, Pon hag 
undoubtedly. been painted, especially” by. -@ais- 
WOLD, mach blacker than he was, perhaps from a- 
leaning toward contrast, so seductive im literary, . 
treatment of humanity, and his tradncement, on one 
hand, has engendered over-praise, on the other. ‘He 
was obviously a man of antagonisms, of contradic. 
tions, fall of moral weaknesses and spiritual para- 
doxes, Hoe lacked, in the main, integrity, conscien- 
tiousness, sense of gratitude; he was incapable of 
self-discipline; he was a towering egotist; le was 
vehemently vindictive; he was, in a word, a totally 
unbalanced genius: Some persons may try to ac 
eount for his !ack of morality by the fact, lately dis- 
eovered, that he was born in Boston. But, weitm-:« 
agine. that he would not have been materially dif 
ferent, even had his place of nativity been Brogkiyn. 
a a 


The wine vintage all over France has proved 
this year a decided failuro. In the Gironde Distriet 
the quantity of wine mado is less than one-quarter. 
of the amount usually produced, while the: quality 
of this small production is much below the average. 
In consequence of this latter circumstance, it isas- 
serted that the owners of some of the best vineyards - 


in the South of Franeg will not, allow any of the ~ 


wine. grown this year to enter ‘the market under 
their ordinary labels, fearing that, such a course. 
would prove injurious to their reputation. ‘This 
policy is firmly insisted upon by the Marguis.ps Lun 


Savozs, who owns the vineyards. where thé grapes — 


that produce what is known as Chitean Yquem wine 
are grown; and hence quite a little of this wine will 
find its way to the consumer this year under & dif- 
ferent trade-mark. If the Marquis had the opinion 
of Americans as to the merit of his wine under eon- 
sideration when he eame to this conclusion, the ean- 
tion. whieh he exercises would have been in a.great 
measure needless, as we fancy that a large patt of 
the wine that is sold here as Chateau Yquem has very 
little right to that title. In a good year this wineis 
gold at ‘the vineyard by the tun, at arate whieh 
makes the prices of it. per bottle range from $1 50 
to $2, while the wins of an exceptionally favorable: 
year has been sold at Bordeaux, at more than $10 
per bottle. A numberof the vineyards of the Gironde 
produce wine which possesses, in aninferiorway, some 
of the characteristies of thia most delicate of white 
wines, and it is not improbabie that in the transit to 
this country some of this is mysteriously transmuted 
into the superior article. In the b district, 
the harvestis an absolute failure, and for! the first 
time for 60 years not'a bottle of this wine will de 
made, The large houses engaged in this business 
have, however, on hand a sufficient quantity to sup-: 


ply their eustomers for the next two years, and ib is 4 


not at all likely that the harvest of 880 will tum — 


out as badly as that of 1879. The sate er knw a 


pagne in the cellars in and around Rheims is estima- 
ted to be seventy-two nifllion bottles, while the 
exportation oat of France of genuine cham ; 
not greater than twenty million bottles, stated » 
that the large produeers will not in¢rease the regalar 
price of the wines On aceount of this year's failure, 
fearing that such'a eourse would eut down the num- 
hppa es ra Datas a penene ne 


ae 
tomers. i tlased Shyanes nthe poled at Mldahess. 
would be unfortunate, for experience in the pest . 
snows that when a point of this: kind has onee been 
attained, the producera whose wines have. & world. 
‘wide reputation are never willing to recede cqecoes 
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